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SCOPE: This monograph deals with the battle
of Zigzag Pass, It covers the actions
of the 38th Infantry Division from the
time they esteblished a beachhead on
the island of Luzon until the battle
of Zigzag Pass had been completed and
.the Japanese escape route into Bataan
Peninsula had. been cut off. This
article principally concerns the 149th
"Infantry Regiment, of which the writer
was a member during the entire battle.
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THE. BATTLE OF ZIGZAG PASS

Before the war Beataan was an obhscure province of the
Philippines. It is & narrow peninsulea on thevislandhof
Luzon, bounded . on the west by Subie Bay and the South
china,Sea and”on>the“east by Manile Bay. Betaan is a
mountaindus and. jungle area and 6nly sparsely populated,
There are two fairly good roads, from Dinalupihan south
to Cabcaben and then through Corkscrew Pass to Marveles
on the southern.tip of the peninsula .and from Bagac on
the west coast to Pilar on the east coast, It was along
these roads that the‘defenders of Batauan and Corregidor
were forced to march after thelr capture by the Japanese
in 1942,

Zigzag was important because it was the key to control
of the strategic Bataan peninsula. foicially Zigzag Peass
is highway seven. This highway.extends,across the lowlands
of_ZambalesrProvince”thpough‘Olongapo‘intola defile in the
mguntainsvof northe#n Bataan, 1Its dizzy curves, hairpin
turns and blind angle_apppqgchgs.make“defense easy. .Thé

highway 1s hemmediin,on both sides by steep sheer cliffs

- and thick Jungles. 1In 1942 General McArthur hed depended

on zigzag to protect his retreat into Bataan, He had sent
a company of Americans and Filipinos into prepared positions;
He did this to meet the. Japgnese thrust from their beechhead

on the west coast of Luzon in Zambales province. The mission
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bfitha Japanése was to race through Zigzag Pass to the east
coast of Bataan at Manila Bay. This action by the Japs would
seal off Batean Peninsula .and prevent the Americans who were
retreating.befére the Japanese from using the peninsula as an
escape haven. Success of the. American fetreat depended on how
long the pass could be held. Against numerically superior and
better equipped Japanese the American force held Zigzag for
six weeks before joining the main body on Bataen Peninsula,

In 1945 Positions of opposing forces were exactly reversed.
The Japs were fleeing before the Slxth Army's drive s outhward

out 6f its invasion point at Lingayen Gulf. It was essentlal

- to prevent the Japanese from attempting to escape into Bataan

Peninsula, _ | | _ |
On 14 January 1945, General Headquarters, Southwest
Pacific Area, issued instructions to. the Commanding General,

Eighth United States Army, outlining the general plan for

- Mike Seven Operation.  Th;§”p1an celled for the seizure of

the San Antonio-Castillejos Sen Felipe area in southern
Sambales Province, Southwest Luzon, by overwater operation,
- The specific misslions assigned Eighth Army were as
follows§ , ‘ o
(1) In conjunction with Allied Naval Force, to
seize Olongapo and such adjacent areas as

would open Subic Bay to shipping,



(2) To seize the 1ine Hermosa-Dinalupihen in
order to_deny hostile movement between the
Pampange Plains and Bataan Péninsula,

(3) Be prepared to pass control 6f Eighth Army‘
units and responsibility for duties and
missions in the San Antonio-Subie-
Dinalupihan area to Commending General,
Sixth United States Army, at a time to
be designeted by General Headquarters
Southwest Pacific Area _

Eighth Army Field.OrderhNumber 15, dated 16 Januery
1945, charged XI Corps with cqnduct of fhe operation. The
assault force was to consist of the 38th Infantry Diviéion
reinforced by the 34th Regimental Combat Team. The 41st
Infantry Division._Gengra; Headqggrters»Reserve,bwas.to be
prepared to land in the area on orders of the Commanding
General.‘Eighth Army, and on landing pass to control of
XI Corps, | A ‘ .
¥B-Day for the operation was 29 Jenuary 1945; H-hour
was 0830, . At H-hour minus two three guerrilles reported

to the flagship that . there were no Japanese in the beach-

# Report of the Commending General, Eighth Army, on the

Nasugbu and Bataan Operation, P. 75,
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head srea. Assault troops hit the beach at the scheduled
hour with three regiments abreast, 152nd on right, 149th
center, and 151st on left,

At this time I was executive officer.of Company C.,

149th Infantry and this narrative will concern principally

that regiment, Orders from Regiment directed the Battalions
to capture San Marcelino that day even if it meant fighting
at night.' By 1600 we had selzed San Marcelino air stiip. _.The
152nd Infantry‘Regimenﬁ also éecured its sector of‘XI Corps
beachhead and 2nd Battalion, 151st Infantry, secured the
Corps‘flank. The following day the 149th and 152nd moved
past Castellejos to Subic. One Battalion from 151st Infantry
made & shore to shore operation, ianding'on Gréhde”Island
in §ubic'Bay_without a casualty. In the meantime 34 RCT |
advanced rapialy on. San Marcelino, Castellejos and Suble to
Oléngapo. On 31 Jenuary 152nd relieved 34 RCT astride High%
way Seven, north of Olongsapo in the entrance to Zigzag Pass,

The plan of attacking Zigzag was simple. One regiment
was to smash there frontally.'another to follow an almost
unknown Negrito trail north of the highway, eventually to
emerge at the eastern entrance near the town of Dinalupihan,
It was then to attack westward through the pess, pressing
the Japanese in aAsma;lAbut_tight»piﬁcher. _ ]

on B # four, l49th“Infantry..was ordered by Division



to begin 1ts end run around Zigzag. The second and thifd

battalions with Compény C of the 113th Medical Battalion,

and platoon of Company A of the 113th Engineers, were to meke

the march; the first battalion was to remain in Division

~ reserve. With Filiplngvguerrillas and Negritos as guides

the regiment moved out. They reported their position at

nightfall to be in a ravine, 2000 yards north of Highwey

Seven, Early next morning a cub plesne spotted their loca-

tion and from serial photographs deduced that they were -
actually 5,000 yerds farther north than their previous re-
port had indicated. As a result the Division Commander,
on the assumption that they had taken thevwrong'trail.
ordered the 149th Infantry to retufn to Olongapo. They
reached Olongapo that night, 3 February 1945,

On 3 February the XI Corps Commender directed the 149th
Infentry to agein proceed along the seme trail and close on
Dinalupihan as soon as possible. Although no operation was
encountered until the mgrgh(had been completed, the march was
pure hell - fiﬁe days of it. - o )

The Louisville.(Kentucky) Courier-Journal described the
149th cross-country march in the following dispatch: .
"Reminiscent of the days of the old Second Kentucky Infantry,
once commanded by Deniel Boone, was the epic march along

mountain trails in Luzon, mede by the 149th Infantry, Regle
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ment. A tortuous rosd believed never before to have been
trod by white man was followed by the 149th to seal off re-
treat of the Japéneseminto.Baééan at Zigzag Pass, when the
38th Division first won the'title."Aveﬁgers of Bataan',"

Oﬁly items of equipment essentlial:to the successful
completion of the. mission could be taken along. Packing
everything on their backs, including a complete portable
surgical hospital.'the_regiment.made-the,march in five days,
It seemed up hill most. of the way. In many instances ropes
had to be used:to scale fhe cliffé. Strange as 1t seenms,
not one man fell out.j_Of course, there was only one wey to
go and that was straight shead, ‘ ‘ .

The 149th Infantry Regiment completed 1its merch on 5
February, linking up with XIV Corps driving southward from
Liﬁgayen to Dinalupihan. 1In our first bivouac aftér con-
pleting ‘our march two men lost their lives due to poor
planning. .The Battalion Commander @ade arrengements with
some Filipinorguerrillas to pass thrqﬁgh our lines all

night on their patrol. Our compenies were instiucted.not

to fire unless they were certain what they were firing into.

During the night, the troop on the main road, after having
these Filipinos pass by them all night, became* cereless
anquhen eight Japanese approaéhed, a machine gun squad

from Company C, sbout 0300, they were misteken for Filipinos




~until they started tossing grenades., All the Japanese were

killed but we lost two good men in the fight. I believe
enything that moves afﬁer dark. should be fired on,

At the other. end of the pass the 34th RCT and 152nd
Infantry were having their troubles. For & while it seemed

that a lot of the division's own artillery was falling on

u,ffiendly'lineS-and the men;up‘front'would call back to "Cut

1t out." It was finally discovered that &s soon as we start-

ed firing the Japanese would.open up with 9OMM mortars on our
lines, and'that accounted.fof the front line doughboy think-
ing they were'being”firéd on by their own artillery._ After
that, artillery was poured on the Jedpanese allynight. That
bottled up the Japsanese morpars; Things hadn't been going
too well for the 152nd'Infantry. This battlé>was thelr first
major action and they were learning important lessons the
haerd way., The Japanese had taeken a heavy toll Qith their
night attacks and mortar and ertillery barraées. At the

close of the. third day in Zigzag the regiment was forced to

dig 1n,with§ut_having scored any sppreciable gains. At this
time XI Corps dineqted‘the.34thAInfantry to relieve‘the 152nd.

While pe ssing through the latter regiment, 1t ran into heavy
resistance and units jammed uﬁ; In the confusion meny
casualties were inflicted and it was impossible to disengage

the lsznd Infantry,

Tank supported Igfantry attempted a thrust down the road
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but ﬁeavy fire qorced.them to withdraw._ The next day the
regiment began éﬁ,attack. 152nd on the north and the 34fh
on the south of the road. While attempting to meneuver
around its opposition, the 34th moved north of the road and
again confusion reigned as king. On February 5th the 34th
Infantry which had scored advences up to one thousand yards
but tired and beaten had been driven back to thgir original
positibné. finally asked to be relieved. On 8 February the
151§t Infantry was committed, téking over the 34th's sector,
After the 149th Infantry completed their msrch around
Zigzeg the regiment was halted one day while the men had a
bath, clean socks and some fortunate ones received new shoes,
All»of our supplies were delivered by air. C-47 delivered
ammunition, rations and even machire guns end mortars. The
ammunition and rations were delivered to the ground in a
free drop. This 1s & very poor way to deliver suppiies as
cartons of rations would breek and scatter 2ll over the
drop‘zone, The Qnop was hard on mortar smmunition as the .
shock.from hitting the ground bent the fins on the shells
and caused numerous erratic rounds, After a day of rest
the third battalion was directed to move down to the east
coast of Bataan to cepture Hermosea, the Corps objective, .
The 1st aﬁd_zndeattalions‘with the 1st leading started into

the pass from the east end. Very little opposition was en-
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countered and the first day and that night we went into a

‘rather cfowded perimeter. During the night a position on

the outside ring of the position killed two Japenese and
wounded the third, The,wounded Japanese was so seriously
wounded he couldn't move, but instead of finishing him off
heIWés ellowed to continue his screams for help in hopes that
he would attract additional Japanese,.

' The next day the 21}d pbattelion passed through the lst
and continued the aettack. Bringing tanks into action for
the first time.:thé,”Nip" temporerily halted the advance of
the 2nd bettalion. Equipped with only 1ight infantry weepons
the men found it difficult to deliver effective anti-tenk
fire. Thick underbrush .detonated bazooke ammunition and
mede that weapon harmless aga;nst'tanks. However, the bazpokas
did'knoék out the machine. guns on two_tanks,  Ar€1l1ery fire
was called for and the tanks withdrew. It should be noted
that the artillery supporting the 149th was 1qcafed near
Olongepo, at the western entrance to the pass, end facing
our infantry advancing_from'the east. EXtremely accurate
firg prevented friendly casualities, nMuch‘credit for the
accuracy of our artillery Should:go‘t9ﬁ1iaison pllots and
air observers of the division arg;llery,' - o

That night the 2nd battalion set up their perimeter

along the road. The two Japanese tanks returned., The tanks‘
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ran up to the edge of the perimeter and firgd several rounds

of cannister into the battalion. Failure to provide adequate

anti-tenk protection resulted. in twenty-three men being killed
and several more wounded by the Japanese tenks. The next day
the battallon agein attacked. through . the heavy undergrowth
ageinst heavy. automatiélfirevéhd was agein stopped by the tanks,
Artillery fire was placed on them and one was knocked out., A
lucky round from an 81MM mortar knocked out the other. On-

this same day our conpany was sent_afounq,the left flank of
the2nd battalion on a patrol4mission; Our mission was to mske
contact with the 152nd. An incident that happened on this
patrol is worth repeating because of the 1es$on‘1earned. The
leading squad had a small fire fight with five'Japanese and
killed all of them, The gquad.légder“had the Jepenese searched
and brought back some documents to.the compeny commender. He
told the company commender a&ll the. Japenese had been thoroughly
searched, Two days later we pgssed these dead Japanese egein
and the Company Commander“thought'he would search'them agein

for good measure.. As 1t turned. out he found a map of the -
area-sewed_;ﬁ‘the lining of a coat. The mep showed the entire
defense plan of the eastern end of the puss, This proved a
veluable lesson to us .as it'brought‘out to‘the men in.tbe_~‘
company all Japenese had to be searched beyond the usual hunt

for souvenirs,
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On 11 February an attack was launched from both east and
west., The forcés moving eastward through the pass were the
151s£ and 152nd Infantry. Advancing from the east the 149th
was encountering moderate to heavy resistance. Attacking
with BARS, grenades and rifles the infantry knocked out )
positions that had withstood heavy artillery and mortars
for days. The advance was steady but slow and the end was
now in sight. On 12 February patrols from the 149th Infantry
Regiment and the 152nd Regiment coﬁtacted.each other and the
main bodies of troops were separeted by only a half mile.
On 14 February the two regiments linked up in strength on
the south side of the road. At noon the road was once agein
open to traffic. By dark the same day the 149th attacking
strong points as shown on the captured map had reduced the
last remaining organized resisteance in the pass, While the
149th drove through Dinalupihen and down Bataan Peninsula
to link up with.its,third.battalion the 152nd began the teask
of mopping up pbgkets of. the Japenese force that remained
hidden in the Jungles of Zigzeg. B A _
During the battle 1846. Japanese were killed and eighteen
captured. The bulk of the Japanese 39th Infantry Regiment
wgth atteched combat_andvservige.troops was ennihileted,
Zigzgg Pass was open., Bataan was denied the Japanese as an

escape haven., The battle of Luzon had been appreciably




shortened,

Listed below are some of the lessons learned in the
operation, First, I will discuss enemy tactics. When the
Jap has plenty of time to prepare & defensive position he
will usually be very well dug in. A heavy artillery barrage
will not force him to evacuate & position, Usﬁally it took
Nepalm, high explosive bombs and the good American soldier
with his grenades and his rifle to shake the Japs loose,
| A hasty reconnaissance should be mede of all suspected
defense positions. Along the route of advaﬁce the Japanese
would ellow leading elements.of a column to pass by them with-
out exposing themselves, then they would ambush the main body
6f troops. It 1is always good jgdgement to give your enemy
credit for'being as smert as you are. We found that the
Japanese picked their defengive positions in a manner much
like ours, .Therefore”a;l such positions. should be considered
a8 occupied. Resonna;ssénce by fire normelly forced thg
enemy to digclose his position, ‘ 7 _

‘The role of the infantry has alﬁays been pd locate the
enemy, then kill or capture him. It was an easy Job to con-
vince tﬁe men in the companies that it was elther kill_ér be -
killed. - Sometimes this was drilled so thorough}y_in our
soldiers' heads that we had to Qrdef_fhem to capture en

occasional Japanese for G-2 purposes; The author believes
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the Americsn soldier's desire to kill Jeps was & healthy
desire, and we always strove to keep our. men in the frame

of mind that, "The best Jap is a dead one', Regafdless of
how tefrain conditions are.,all~pléns.should provide for the

complete destruction of the enemy. Block all escape routes

.to prevent the enemy from scettering into the hills or mov-

ing to more favorable defensive positions, _

Whenever possible and especially over difficult terrain,
the soldier should trevel with as light a load as ﬁhe situaf
tion will permit. The use of civilian carriers to transport
food, ammunition, heavy equipment and supplies whenever
possible, to relieve the soldiér of those duties, 1s a wise
idea. Every soldier should be provided with an extra centeen
as water was very hard to get. Removal of casualities was
very difficult and civilian labor was used to great advantage
in this job, Supply discipline must be enforced and more
emphasis placed on this during training long before the troops
ever reach the combat zone. | | .

In night bivouacs orders for the night must be thorough-
1y and clearly understood by all members of a command, Every
men must dig in and hold his fire during the hours of.dark-

ness. Replacements must be thoroughly oriented as to the pro-

-cedure to be ﬁsed for dealing‘with Jepanese 1f they do break

inside the perimeter. The knife or bayonet are the best
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weapons to handle those people. Our company lost a darn .
good platoon sergeant, and the loss of a platbon leader for
several weeks just because a squad leader failed to tell his

men about our rule prohibiting one of our-own men from firing

into our perimeter. Men should dig prone shelters in pairs

to form a "V'", This type.holé establishes cohfidénce in
the men as it provides close contact and allows one msn to
sleep while the other remains‘on;guérd.’ Men who héve night-
mares and fits in their sleep.shouldfbe placed inside the }
perimeter, Héfe they should sleep with.a_very light sleeper
so he can grab them if they decide‘to4jump.up and run,
Zigzag Pass was the initial battle ground for the |
grgatér part of the 38th Infantry Division.  The 1st-Battalion.
149th. Infantry Regiment was“the“only battleltested'unit in
the division, Zigzag préved to be one of the toughest,if
not the toughest, battle in the war for our division., It

was _here the individusl soldier learned all the little lessons

that were to prove so valuable to him later on,
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